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MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — In its inaugural year, the State Journal’s WV Business

Leadership Award for chief operating officer of a medium-sized business goes to

Joshua Hall, dean of the West Virginia University John Chambers College of

Business and Economics.

Hall has been the dean of the John Chambers College since August 2021. But he’s

been with the university for 16 years, including three as a student.

Prior to becoming dean, Hall attended Ohio University. He was initially hopeful to

teach social studies to high school students. But all that changed when he took

his first economics class.

“I wanted to be a hockey coach, and I wanted to teach high school social studies.

And then I thought, ‘Oh, this is really what I want to do. I want to teach the

college level,’” he said.

Economics, Hall said, “seemed natural” to him, saying “it’s the way I think about

the world.”

“I love the fact that it’s one foot in social sciences and one foot in business,” he

said, noting the science of understanding the economy as a system can also help

individuals with their own decision-making.

“And, there was something very appealing about that to me,” Hall said.

Additionally, Hall said he “resonated” with students as a professor because “econ

either comes intuitively or it’s very difficult. And for me, it didn’t come intuitively

at first. I got a C-minus, I believe, in my very first economics class. And luckily, I

had to take two [classes],” he said.

Hall credited his passion and understanding of economics to Richard Vedder,

who Hall said has taught at Ohio University for more than 50 years.

After graduating with his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Ohio University,

he worked for a period of time for the Joint Economic Committee in Washington.

However, he wanted to move away from the D.C. metro area.

After teaching for several years as an adjunct professor, Hall said he woke up one

day and thought, “maybe I really want to do this for a living. And that led me to

WVU for my doctorate,” he said.

After graduating from WVU, he taught for six years at a small liberal arts college

in Wisconsin before he was “fortunate enough” to come back to the Mountain

State, he said.

Hall first began teaching at WVU in 2013, and over time he “rose through the

ranks — became a department chair, and then when my predecessor left five

years ago, they asked me to be dean.”

Hall said he was shocked.

“I didn’t see that on the horizon, you know? But I’m very glad it happened. I very

much enjoy the job,” he said.

As dean of the John Chambers College of Business and Economics, Hall is

responsible for more than 100 faculty members, 70 staff members and a budget

of roughly $35 million.

“I can’t imagine being a dean of a different business school, because, to me, our

land-grant mission just resonates. There are other land grants out there, but I

don’t think there is anyone that is as impactful on its state as ours is,” Hall said.

Looking to the future, Hall said the John Chambers College is working to adapt to

make its students as prepared as possible for the years ahead.

Faculty are in the process of designing new courses and degrees to give students

the edge needed as artificial intelligence works its way into businesses of every

size.

Some of the courses being considered would be included in all John Chambers

College students’ core curriculum, Hall said.

“We’re currently discussing whether we need some sort of AI course that every

student has to have,” Hall said.

Hall expressed excitement about the college’s new major called “applied AI and

data analytics.”

“Our students are not going to be creating the next large language models. But

they do have to understand prompt engineering. They do have to understand

that, if you’re going to pay for these things, they have to have a value proposition

for the organization that adopts them. And so I’m very, I’m very happy about that

degree as well as our Master of Science in AI marketing,” he said.

However, he noted many of the new skills that are now on the cutting edge will

soon be part of standard curriculum.

“I think, in the future, probably, these programs as they’re named are going to go

away because AI will probably be ubiquitous. It would be kind of like saying

‘calculator studies,’” he said.

Staff Writer Damian Phillips can be reached at 304-626-1404 or dphillips@wvnews.com.
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Independent Voice of West Virginia

The John Chambers College of Business and Economics adds a vibrant touch to downtown
Morgantown.

WVU Chambers College

A student utilizes a Bloomberg Terminal while studying the stock market at the WVU John Chambers
College’s Roll Capital Markets Center.
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