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Age:37

Ashton
MARRA
AssistantProfessor
WVUReedCollegeofMedia

Age:34

AshtonMarraisaninfluentialfigureinjournalismeducationandmedia,_prominentlyservingastheExecutiveEditorof100DaysinAppalachiaand
Co-founderandCo-directorofReportingonAddiction.
At100DaysinAppalachia,basedinMorgantown,sheoverseesreporters,editors,

freelancers,andstudentinterns,shapingthepublication'sdistinctivevoiceandweb
presence.Herresponsibilitiesextendtowritingimpactfulstoriesandop-eds,curating
newsletters,andspearheadingthepublication'ssocialmediastrategies.
SinceJanuary2021,AshtonhasalsoledReportingonAddiction,focusingonen-

hancingthequalityofjournalismsurroundingaddictionissues.Here,shedevelops
educationalmaterialsandtrainingprogramsaimedatreducingstigmathroughrespon-
siblereporting,benefitingbothprofessionaljournalistsandstudents.

Ashton'scommitmenttojournalismextendsintoacademiaasaseasonedprofes-
soratWVU,whereshehasbeenmoldingthenextgenerationofjournalistsforoversix
years.Hereducationalphilosophyemphasizeshands-on,community-engagedlearning
experiences,suchasherworkwithWVUNewsandWestVirginiaToday,andhercolla-
borativeeffortsindevelopingcourseslikeJRL426InvestigativeReportingwithPulit-
zerPrize-winningreporters.Additionally,shehasinnovativelycontributedtothecurri-
culumwithcoursesdesignedtobuildfoundationalandspecializedskills.

aComparinedforaRecognizedforhercontributionstomediaandeducation,Ashtonwashonoredas
aComplicatingtheNarrativeFellowbytheSolutionsJournalismNetworkin2023.
HerleadershipextendstobeingamemberoftheWVUWomen'sLeadershipIns-

titute,emphasizingherroleasamentorandleaderinboththejournalisticandacade-
miccommunities.

Herscholarlyworkincludessignificantpublicationsaswellasprofessionalcon-
ferenceswheresheengagestoadvancestrategiestoenhanceherteachingandincrease
trustinjournalism.
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