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Jan. 1 violence prompts new warnings, extra
security for special events
The FBI, Department of Homeland Security and the U.S. National Counterterrorism Center warned about possible
copycat attacks.
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By Maria Sacchetti, Ellie Silverman, Mark Maske and Justin Jouvenal

The deadly New Year’s Day attack in New Orleans by a man driving a
pickup truck and an electric vehicle explosion in Las Vegas the same day
have prompted law enforcement officials nationwide to increase
security, issue fresh safety warnings and reassess preparations ahead of
events that could be targeted for violence.
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The FBI, Department of Homeland Security and the U.S. National
Counterterrorism Center on Friday warned about possible copycat
attacks in a security bulletin after an Army veteran from Texas rammed
a truck into New Year’s revelers in the early-morning hours of Jan. 1,
fatally injuring at least 14 people on Bourbon Street in New Orleans.

In a statement, DHS urged the public to promptly report suspicious
activity and “remain vigilant of potential copycat or retaliatory attacks
inspired by the New Orleans terrorist attack or other recent, vehicle-
ramming incidents across the globe.”

The warning came as officials from coast to coast gear up for events such
as the Golden Globes awards in Los Angeles, the Super Bowl in New
Orleans and events in Washington, D.C. — the presidential election
certification on Monday, the memorial service for President Jimmy
Carter on Thursday and Donald Trump’s inauguration as president on
Jan. 20.

William “Matt” McCool, the special agent in charge for the Secret
Service’s Washington Field Office, said the series of high-profile events
calls for heightened security measures. U.S. Capitol Police Chief J.
Thomas Manger said at a Friday news conference that “all of us are on
high alert.”

“As our nation struggles to maintain a sense of safety in light of the
recent mass killings and acts of terrorism, the eyes of the world would be
on the United States Capitol to see what happens here on January 6,”
Manger said. “We’re living in a time of a heightened threat environment
toward government and elected officials.”

This is the first time the electoral certification by Congress is designated
a special security event, following a request from D.C. Mayor Muriel E.
Bowser and a recommendation by the House select committee charged
with investigating the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the Capitol.

Preparations are well underway for the roughly two-week stretch that
will test security in the nation’s capital. Fencing has been added around
the Capitol, streets are being closed and drones will be sent aloft to
monitor for problems.

All D.C. police officers will be called to work beginning Sunday, joined
on Inauguration Day by about 4,000 police officers from across the
country and potentially nearly 8,000 National Guard troops. Officials
said there is no indication of specific threats to any of the events and no
major protests planned for Jan. 6.

The measures had been in the works before the Jan. 1 violence, but
officials said they were reassessing security protocols after the recent
incidents.

Officials with the Golden Globes did not respond to a request for
comment, but Inside Edition reported law enforcement and organizers
would bolster security ahead of the annual awards for movies and
television in Beverly Hills, California, on Sunday. The safety measures
are expected to include snipers and a no-car zone surrounding the
Beverly Hilton, where the event takes place.

A person familiar with security planning for the Super Bowl, who spoke
on the condition of anonymity because of the sensitive nature of the
issue, acknowledged that this week’s attack in New Orleans will be taken
into consideration but declined to specify what changes, if any, will
result. The Super Bowl will be on Feb. 9 at the Caesars Superdome in
New Orleans.

“Plans are revisited, modified, enhanced as necessary based on the latest
information,” the person said.

The planning for Super Bowl security begins roughly two years ahead of
the game and involves local officials, local and state police, the NFL and
a collection of federal agencies, the official said.

Airspace restrictions will curtail flights over the stadium, as with other
NFL games. There will also be a 300-foot “hardened perimeter” around
the stadium that will involve street closures, fencing and concrete
structures, according to the person familiar with the NFL’s planning.

Edward Davis, who was Boston’s police commissioner during the 2013
bombing of the Boston Marathon and now runs a security company for
executives, said private companies are also boosting their security for
the coming weeks. Many Fortune 500 companies have been on guard
since the Dec. 4 fatal shooting of UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian
Thompson in New York.
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“They are about as much on high alert as they can be,” Davis said of law
enforcement. “We’re all holding our breath.”

Law enforcement officials moved quickly to ramp up security in some
sensitive sites following the New Orleans attack, which the FBI said was
inspired by the Islamic State, and the explosion of the Tesla Cybertruck
outside the Trump International Hotel in Las Vegas. Authorities said
Thursday the latter incident was part of an apparent suicide by an
active-duty Army soldier.

In New York City, police extended the perimeter around Trump Tower
and law enforcement added more patrols around the Trump hotel in
Chicago.

Davis said the attack in New Orleans showed how any public gathering
could become a target — not just big events such as the Super Bowl —
and that city and state officials should remain vigilant. Officials in some
smaller cities seemed to be following that guidance.

In Galveston, Texas, shortly after the New Orleans attack, the special
events director met with city management to discuss how officials would
respond if something similar happened there. That was followed by
another meeting on Thursday involving police and officials coordinating
special events and traffic.

The city has its annual events marking Mardi Gras, which is March 4, in
February and March.

“The city already uses concrete barriers and water barriers, and staff
discussed other ways to stage city vehicles to prevent all vehicular access
to event spaces,” Marissa Barnett, a city spokeswoman, wrote in an
email.

Gary Lhotsky, an associate professor at West Virginia University who
has helped coordinate security for college sporting events, said that after
the New Orleans attack officials may try to restrict vehicular traffic at
more events.

“In a perfect world, you would have concrete barricades around a whole
facility,” Lhotsky said. “But obviously that costs money, time and
personnel.”

The Department of Homeland Security has said the terrorism threat in
the United States will remain high into 2025, driven by people
motivated by varying ideologies, personal grievances and international
conflicts.

Lone offenders and small groups pose the greatest threat of a surprise
attack, DHS said in its annual threat assessment last year. These groups
historically employ tactics such as attacking people with machetes, guns
or SUVs because they can inflict mass casualties with little training.

Attacks that cause a lot of harm can inspire more violence, officials said.

Before the New Orleans attack, law enforcement officials responded to a
handful of attacks in the United States by extremists from September
2023 and July 2024, the DHS assessment said, and disrupted several
other plots.

On Dec. 6, DHS, the FBI and the National Counterterrorism Center
issued fresh alerts to law enforcement about the potential for violence in
the coming months. Among the threats: media groups supporting ISIS,
the Islamic State militant group, had called for attacks in the United
States and in other countries during the winter holiday season.

On Dec. 23, DHS issued a “critical incident note” to law enforcement
three days after a 50-year-old Saudi man drove a car into a Christmas
market in Magdeburg, Germany, killing five people and injuring more
than 200 others.

Officials warned that similar violence had happened in the United
States. In November 2021, a man driving an SUV rammed into a
Christmas parade in Waukesha, Wisconsin, killing six and wounding 62
others, the note said.

In New Orleans, city officials have said they took precautions but
acknowledged that security bollards, sturdy posts that restrict vehicle
access to walkways and streets, were under renovation when Shamsud-
Din Jabbar, 42, rammed a pickup truck bearing an Islamic State flag
into a crowd Wednesday.

Davis said it’s not just authorities that have to remain vigilant. He
advises people to stay aware of their surroundings at big events, but also
during mundane trips to a shopping mall, a church or a sporting event.
He said people should identify safe ways to exit and flee if there is
danger.

“The best thing you can do is put space between you and whatever you
think can be a problem,” Davis said. “I’m always surprised when people
pull out video and start recording things when you hear gunshots. My
first reaction is to get the hell out of there.”
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FBI agents investigate the area where a pickup truck driver slammed into a crowd of revelers during the
morning of Jan. 1 in New Orleans. (Shawn Fink for The Washington Post)
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Firefighters remove a tarp after extinguishing a Tesla Cybertruck that exploded in front of the Trump
International Hotel in Las Vegas, on Jan. 1. (Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department/EPA-
EFE/Shutterstock)

The best walking shoes are
suitable for men to wear all day.

The best walking shoes are
suitable for men to wear all day.

5 best medicare
advantage plans

Quick Searches

LEARN MORE

Comfort Meets Design
In 2025
Upgrade To An Office Chair That
Moves With You. Award-Winning
Ergonomic Design.

Humanscale Shop Now

Comfort Meets Design
In 2025
Upgrade To An Office Chair That
Moves With You. Award-Winning
Ergonomic Design.

Humanscale Shop Now

Lorenzo Uomo
Lorenzo Uomo

NEWSLETTER SUNDAYS

The Trump Trials

Check out The Trump Trials for a weekly rundown of the latest developments
in Donald Trump's criminal cases and what to expect next. Delivered every
Sunday.

Sign up

PAID PROMOTED STORIES

Finally Legal: it's Like a 'Vaccine for
Joint and Chronic Pain'
Pain News Today

Top Doctors: Sleep Apnea Treatment
Without CPAP (It's Genius)
Try it tonight
Verified Medical News

US Obesity Doctor: Take a Sip every
night, see what happens in a week
Health on Spot

Here’s What 1-Day Walk-in Shower
Should Cost You In 2025
HomeBuddy

Most Read National Security

1 Judge upholds Trump’s felony conviction,
but does not plan to order jail time

2 Treasury imposes sanctions on Chinese
firm over attack on U.S. routers

3 Inspired by ISIS: From a Taylor Swift plot
in Vienna to carnage in New Orleans

4 What we know about the explosive
devices used by New Orleans attacker

5 Where did the height and weight on
Trump’s booking record come from?

Most Read

1 These cities will be hardest hit as winter
storm brings snow and ice to many
states

2 CWG Live: Winter storm warning tonight
and tomorrow, then a frigid week ahead

3 Column Carolyn Hax

Carolyn Hax: Daughter balks at boozy
accommodations for cousin’s wedding

4 Elon Musk goes global with his playbook
for political influence

5 Opinion Dave Barry

Dave Barry’s 2024 year in review

Sur SweatshirtSur SweatshirtSur SweatshirtSur Sweatshirt

$98

Sur SweatpantsSur SweatpantsSur SweatpantsSur Sweatpants

$118

Sur SweatshirtSur SweatshirtSur SweatshirtSur Sweatshirt

Column | Asking Eric: Friend put me in
the middle of feud with daughter’s
boyfriend

FOR YOU

wvutoday
Democracy Dies in Darkness

https://www.washingtonpost.com/foreign-policy/?itid=sn_national%20security_1/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/intelligence/?itid=sn_national%20security_2/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/justice/?itid=sn_national%20security_3/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/military/?itid=sn_national%20security_4/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/maria-sacchetti/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/ellie-silverman/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/mark-maske/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/justin-jouvenal/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/01/02/new-orleans-driver-shamsud-din-jabbar-deaths/?itid=lk_inline_manual_2
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/01/02/las-vegas-explosion-tesla-cybertruck-trump-hotel-colorado/?itid=lk_inline_manual_2
https://www.washingtonpost.com/newsletters/fact-checker/?itid=lk_cta_ssinline
https://www.washingtonpost.com/jimmy-carter/?itid=lk_inline_manual_8
https://www.washingtonpost.com/january-6-capitol-riot/?itid=lk_inline_manual_13
https://www.insideedition.com/media/videos/beverly-hills-increases-security-preparations-ahead-of-this-years-golden-globes-89978
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2017/politics/trump-hotel-business/?itid=lk_inline_manual_30
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2025/01/02/las-vegas-explosion-tesla-cybertruck-trump-hotel-colorado/?itid=lk_inline_manual_30
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/about-the-post/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/policies-and-standards/
https://washingtonpost.com/about-the-post/workforce-demographics/
https://careers.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/public-relations/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/creativegroup/archive/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/accessibility/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/trending/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/elections/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/style/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sports/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/wellbeing/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/obituaries/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/arts-entertainment/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/recipes/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/my-post/account/subscription/?itid=site_footer
https://subscribe.washingtonpost.com/acquisition/?p=g_v&s_l=ONSITE_FOOTER_GIFT
https://washingtonpost.com/newsletters/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/washington-post-live/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/reprints-permissions/
https://store.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/photos-books/
https://printshop.twpprintsolutions.com/twpstore/catalog.cgi
https://www.proquest.com/?accountid=189667
https://www.washingtonpost.com/todays_paper/updates/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/classifieds/
https://helpcenter.washingtonpost.com/hc/en-us/articles/360002940991-Leadership-of-The-Washington-Post-newsroom
https://helpcenter.washingtonpost.com/hc/en-us/
https://helpcenter.washingtonpost.com/hc/en-us/articles/360004745292-Leadership-of-The-Washington-Post-Opinions-section
https://www.washingtonpost.com/solutions/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/licensing-syndication
https://helpcenter.washingtonpost.com/hc/en-us/articles/115003675928-Submit-a-correction
https://www.washingtonpost.com/anonymous-news-tips/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/discussions/2021/05/13/vulnerability-disclosure-policy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/information/2022/06/17/terms-sale-digital-products/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/information/2020/11/20/terms-sale-print-products/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/terms-of-service/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/cookie-policy/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/discussions/2021/11/23/discussion-submission-guidelines/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/discussions/2021/01/01/rss-terms-service/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/sitemap/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/information/2022/01/01/ad-choices/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://go.painnewstoday.com/a902248b-a501-41c6-8b97-2f91ac0c23a4?campaign_id=00934349478ec1cd8e4b646217f2735bda&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&ad_id=0039eba8391bb44782776824c22bf7e084&ad_title=Finally+Legal%3A+it%27s+Like+a+%27Vaccine+for+Joint+and+Chronic+Pain%27&sctn_id=$section_id$&section_name=$section_name$&req_id=$req_id$&promoted_link_id=0039eba8391bb44782776824c22bf7e084&time_stamp=$time_stamp$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://click.noctivio.com/3dc49d33-06c5-4d58-863e-5bacb3e6c0ae?campaign_id=00a6f7453169facda380d0a7bf830e8aea&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&ad_id=00b61bb533fe16eb950e28cfe5e26c8fe1&ad_title=Top+Doctors%3A+Sleep+Apnea+Treatment+Without+CPAP+%28It%27s+Genius%29&section_id=$section_id$&section_name=$section_name$&req_id=$req_id$&promoted_link_id=00b61bb533fe16eb950e28cfe5e26c8fe1&stp=person_front_view&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://wtr.nutrahealthyway.com/qjk0hmettw/?cwr=001c9d5aacee79bf2f129edd3565e3c0fc&cname=LipoSlim+-+CP27+%5BTarget%5D+%5BDesk%2BMob%2BTab%5D&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&source_id=$source_id$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&section=$section_name$&domain=%7Bdomain%7D&ad_id=002bad2d309bf0bfd39799e308e12e44be&ad_title=US+Obesity+Doctor%3A+Take+a+Sip+every+night%2C+see+what+happens+in+a+week&OutbrainClickId=$ob_click_id$&xid=4f3f8m3i&sub1=001c9d5aacee79bf2f129edd3565e3c0fc&sub2=002bad2d309bf0bfd39799e308e12e44be&sub3=$publisher_id$&sub4=$section_id$&sub5=US+Obesity+Doctor%3A+Take+a+Sip+every+night%2C+see+what+happens+in+a+week&sub6=$publisher_name$&utm_source=Outbrain&ref_id=$ob_click_id$&cost=$cpc$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.mnbasd77.com/aff_c?offer_id=2897&aff_id=2678&source=Brian&aff_sub=00c5fde95af8abff0a06ccf53600cf40c6&aff_sub2=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&aff_sub3=003bc09bd63ba34ac8bc1cb6fc6770dc5d_Here%E2%80%99s+What+1-Day+Walk-in+Shower+Should+Cost+You+In+2025&aff_sub4=gp_d&aff_click_id=$ob_click_id$&url_id=6739&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/01/03/trump-new-york-hush-money-conviction-sentence/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/01/03/trump-new-york-hush-money-conviction-sentence/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/01/03/china-flax-typhoon-hacks-routers/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/01/03/taylor-swift-new-orleans-isis-terrorism/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/01/04/new-orleans-attack-fbi/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2023/08/24/trump-height-weight/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2025/01/05/winter-storm-forecast-cities-east-coast-midatlantic/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2025/01/05/winter-storm-forecast-cities-east-coast-midatlantic/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2025/01/05/dc-area-updates-winter-storm-snow/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/advice/2025/01/05/carolyn-hax-daughter-balks-boozy-lodging-wedding/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2025/01/04/elon-musk-uk-germany-canada-far-right/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/12/30/dave-barry-2024-year-review/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2025/01/04/national-security-measures-major-events-violence/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/

