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MORGANTOWN, W.Va. (WV News) — As West Virginia University President E. Gordon Gee
rides off into the sunset of a remarkable 40-plus career in higher education, he leaves
behind a university much different than the one he first served as president in the 1980s
and even the one he came back to in 2014.

In an interview with WV News, as well as his last State of the University address in October,
Gee reflected not only on past achievements but also WVU's enduring and expanding role in
driving economic development across all 55 counties.

Rooted in the land-grant tradition and guided by four pillars — education, healthcare,
prosperity and purpose — WVU has become a vital economic engine for North Central West
Virginia and the entire state.
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“The university and WVU Medicine are the largest employers in the state,” Gee said in a
recent interview. “We create a lot of economic opportunity and activity.”

The use of the word “we” is prevalent in the conversation. While Gee is the face of the
university, as well as its lead visionary, he is keenly aware one man can't move mountains
but a team of Mountaineers can.

WVU's contribution extends far beyond its payroll. Over the last decade, the University has

launched initiatives to revitalize industry, attract major employers, build a tech-forward
workforce and strengthen community infrastructure.
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that of Gee’s administration — have been pivotal.

“For about 50 years, no company with footings over a billion dollars had relocated or
invested in West Virginia,” Gee said. “Now we've had six or seven do it over the last year or

n

SO.

Citing companies such as Nucor, Form Energy and LG, Gee emphasized that West Virginia is
no longer just a player in the energy sector — it is now home to advanced manufacturing
and high-tech operations.

“Even though several [are] easier manufacturing plants, they're very high-tech
manufacturing,” he said. “We're in the manufacturing at the high end business, which | think
is so important.”

That shift has been driven in part by WVU'’s proactive approach to economic development,
including strategic partnerships, workforce readiness, and infrastructure like the Innovation
Corporation in Morgantown — housed in the former Mylan pharmaceutical plant.
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“The Innovation Center has become the center for much of the growth of the university,”
Gee said. “We're looking at adding research and space in there... particularly with WvVU
Medicine, even getting back into small manufacturing areas.”

Training tomorrow’s workforce today

Central to WVU's impact is its commitment to developing a trained and adaptable workforce.

“We're no longer an ivory tower,” Gee said. “Companies come to us and say, ‘We want to
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“We're working very diligently through some of our programs, particularly in STEM, with

public high schools, to give them lots of opportunity to work closely with programs that we
have at the university,” Gee said.

That strategy is already paying dividends across the North Central region, which Gee called
“a real growth area” and “an economic powerhouse... from Clarksburg up through
Morgantown to the border.”

Expanding impact beyond North Central

But WVU's reach is not confined to one region.
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engineers and technical people who really want to stay in West Virginia.”
Gee embraced the phrase “WVU 55,” emphasizing that “the state is our campus.”

Reimagining Extension for the modern economy

WVU has also overhauled its Extension Services to become more of a catalyst for rural
prosperity.

“It's no longer about cows and plows,” Gee said. “It's about really developing community-
based programming to help people get out of poverty... to help grow business and industry.”

This transformation has not gone unnoticed. The Association of Public and Land-Grant
Universities designated WVU as an Innovation and Economic Prosperity University,
highlighting its efforts to advance local economies through education, research and
outreach.
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Powering business through Chambers College

WVU’s Chambers College of Business and Economics plays a critical role in the University's

economic mission.

“The Chambers program... is kind of our most secret weapon,” Gee said. “We're developing
programs in tourism, in supply chain, in areas that have really impacted the quality of life in

the state.”

Chamherc facuiltv are alen collaharatine with athar academir 1init< like eansinearino and
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is a powerful driving force for economic development.”

Forests, farms and future opportunity

Agriculture remains an important pillar of WVU’s economic vision, especially through
reinvestment in Davis College and partnerships with state agencies.

“We have a lot of small farms. We have diversity of farming,” Gee said. “But one of the things
we've started to focus on is forestry. We're the third most forested state in the country.”

Gee sees a growing opportunity for forest-based industries to thrive in the state’s evolving
economic portfolio.
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Programs like Ascend WV — which encourage remote workers and professionals to relocate

to the Mountain State — have also helped reverse long-term population decline.

“We decided to stop the outflow of talent and start turning it around,” Gee said. “For the first

time in 50 years, West Virginia's population started to grow.”

New spin-offs like Military Ascend, Teacher Ascend and First Ascend aim to retain out-of-
state students after graduation and connect them to meaningful job opportunities.

Leadership in national security and tech innovation

WVU is also making waves in cybersecurity and national security research.
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partnerships with Marshall University, the FBI, and federal defense agencies.

WVU also pioneered research in rare earth elements, essential to electronics and defense

systems.

“We now have a whole process... taking rare earth elements out of coal slurry,” Gee said. “All
those old coal mines are now going to be able to... extract. We're coming back into using our

mining strengths as an opportunity for national security.”

A strong future rooted in healthcare and education

Looking ahead, Gee believes the two most important factors for growth are clear: education

and healthcare.

“That's been our mantra for the last 10 years,” he said. “If someone wants to live in [West

Virginial... they need to know that great healthcare is available to them.”

11 of 13 3/31/25,12:08 PM


https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvcunoDwzQ-_Y6Ow1oOAC1pQZHqIe4XhcWkJ3r_IlFwpoeD-C3igBRfOmJkGTXZWxdaPxomCLiByTCIdIVjlwnY81LP35kofH3rM10yTdrZCem1GDyoNEbYZj0_FI-ybCY5dUg6oaHmcjdwUYU-lqGA2d4jJ2AIiuMe7QMqzju7Borqhr9i16xNPosZgCMe9bG3qjWFte-h434BEzpQSCl4CFIfuyl--ktXnGZJ18Y9O631HN7vNKhct4lNzsmBW0cNnJk_F5EueTibk-PjNUtyLZU9F45OOyc9kiTJTfwgZF4zGNnUUse7Z91uuTtJvkbZL-7MYuFPs3_KKuOK7B8Da-8H5zlATLpu7qQShCrEZ5QkPA4r2jjcM6n1DQte2F0bW_GmNUZI_FhCwbdKGVMMKN14AeX4N2Yva0Ko&sai=AMfl-YT7114c8uVR9z_dLrMcCC8t5m-JLls_VWLON_tvzkin7reVRO0aMYXaG7z_JV2lCpjKjkei8SjJGK_-N0xIVAfFVMMQV4rLP_9jC4epTU09Tn4bsW9JITK7Ub-uzTUh63H8i1JArUZeasVDO0e1yw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzItUS1iRTip9&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://www.premiernissanofwv.com/service-d
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvcunoDwzQ-_Y6Ow1oOAC1pQZHqIe4XhcWkJ3r_IlFwpoeD-C3igBRfOmJkGTXZWxdaPxomCLiByTCIdIVjlwnY81LP35kofH3rM10yTdrZCem1GDyoNEbYZj0_FI-ybCY5dUg6oaHmcjdwUYU-lqGA2d4jJ2AIiuMe7QMqzju7Borqhr9i16xNPosZgCMe9bG3qjWFte-h434BEzpQSCl4CFIfuyl--ktXnGZJ18Y9O631HN7vNKhct4lNzsmBW0cNnJk_F5EueTibk-PjNUtyLZU9F45OOyc9kiTJTfwgZF4zGNnUUse7Z91uuTtJvkbZL-7MYuFPs3_KKuOK7B8Da-8H5zlATLpu7qQShCrEZ5QkPA4r2jjcM6n1DQte2F0bW_GmNUZI_FhCwbdKGVMMKN14AeX4N2Yva0Ko&sai=AMfl-YT7114c8uVR9z_dLrMcCC8t5m-JLls_VWLON_tvzkin7reVRO0aMYXaG7z_JV2lCpjKjkei8SjJGK_-N0xIVAfFVMMQV4rLP_9jC4epTU09Tn4bsW9JITK7Ub-uzTUh63H8i1JArUZeasVDO0e1yw&sig=Cg0ArKJSzItUS1iRTip9&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://www.premiernissanofwv.com/service-d

WVU fuels statewide economic growth through innovation, workforce ... https://www.wvnews.com/news/wvnews/wvu-fuels-statewide-economic...

With WVU Medicine now operating 26 hospitals statewide, Gee said, “No one needs to leave
West Virginia to get great healthcare. No child needs to leave... That is one of the most
important ways for us to grow the economy.”

Gee credits the vision and effort of WVU Medicine President and CEO Albert Wright, the
hospital's board and the university for making health care such a pivotal focus that great

innovation and development have been achieved.

And the same is true for WVU'’s evolving education infrastructure.
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As he nears retirement, Gee remains confident WVU is built for long-term impact. He has

been consulting with incoming president Dr. Michael Benson and looks forward to the
institution’s continued success.

“This is just the beginning,” he said in his final address. “West Virginia University is built to
last. And we will continue to grow and prosper as we create endless possibilities for our
students and the citizens of West Virginia.”
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