Q

A NEWS SPORTS BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT OPINION OBITS CLASSIFIEDS NEWSLETTERS E-EDITIONS ADVERTISE WV TV DIY WV

\A/ \/ eWS

West Virginia’s News

TOP STORY

Hundreds of students test engineering skills at
WVU's 36th annual pumpkin drop
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A pumpkin getting ready to make its intrepid journey down 11 stories.
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MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — The ground outside of West Virginia University's
Engineering Sciences Building was filled with cheers got a little messy as hundreds of
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pumpkins plummeted 11 stories to the ground during WVU's 36th annual Pumpkin
Drop Friday morning.

The event, hosted by the Benjamin M. Statler College of Engineering and Mineral
Resources, brought together more than 1,000 students and teachers from across
West Virginia and Pennsylvania. Over 300 K-12 teams competed to design a device
capable of protecting an eight-inch or larger pumpkin from a dramatic fall — a
challenge that blends fun with lessons in science, math, and engineering.

“This is our annual Pumpkin Drop event for K-12 students, primarily middle
schoolers,” said Scott Wayne, associate professor in the Department of Mechanical,
Materials and Aerospace Engineering and faculty advisor for WVU's student chapter
of the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME). “They design a device or
container that protects a pumpkin from a fall from the 11-story Engineering Sciences
Building. It's a great STEM project, and all proceeds go to the Ronald McDonald
House Charities here in Morgantown.”

Wayne said the event has been running since 1988, only pausing for two years

during the COVID-19 pandemic. What began as a small student project within ASME
has grown into one of WVU's most visible outreach traditions, introducing hundreds
of students each year to hands-on problem solving and the university environment.

“The main thing they're learning is physics — gravity, terminal velocity, and how to
protect something from an impact,” Wayne said. “It's just a fun opportunity for
students to come to campus, compete, and learn.”

For many participants, it's their first trip to a college campus. WVU students say the
excitement among the visiting children is contagious.

“They're having a blast — screaming, watching pumpkins fall, seeing them explode
when they hit the ground,” said Christopher Hayes, a junior mechanical engineering
major and president of the WVU ASME chapter. “I've seen rockets, footballs, boxes,
even bowls. Every year there's something new, and the kids love it whether their

pumpkin survives or not.”

This year's drop featured 315 teams, each with three to six students. The team
whose pumpkin lands closest to the target without breaking took home a $100 prize,
followed by $50 for second place and $25 for third.

The “Pumpkin Drop Target” itself was a product of cross-campus creativity, designed
by theater design and technology student Emily Jack from the WVU College of
Creative Arts and Media. Maker Space Manager Michael Loop of the Lane Innovation
Hub crafted trophies for the winners, and employees from the hub volunteered to
manage the drop zone.

Beyond the competition, the event served as a showcase for WVU's engineering
programs. Student organizations and competition teams demonstrated their
projects, and ASME members sold event T-shirts to benefit their organization.
Representatives from Ronald McDonald House Morgantown hosted games and
collected donations throughout the day.

Wayne said that in addition to supporting a good cause, the event helps spark future
interest in engineering and higher education.

“For some students, it's the first time they've been on a college campus,” he said.
“Some of them may end up coming to WVU when they're older to pursue their
degrees here. It's a great outreach and recruitment opportunity — and just a fun day

%a round.”
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