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WVU women’s soccer: Mountaineer soccer camp
welcomes area girls
By Taylor Kennedy tkennedy@hdmediallc.com  Jul 9, 2024 Updated 17 mins ago    2 min to read
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The West Virginia University Women’s Soccer team hosted a youth girls soccer camp
at the Shawnee Sports Complex in Dunbar on July 8, 2024.

SEAN McCALLISTER | Gazette-Mail

Members of the WVU women’s soccer team put on their coaching

caps for area girls on Monday at the Shawnee Sports Complex.

The camp was free for elementary and middle school players to

learn more about the sport they love. More than 100 young soccer

players participated in the camp conducted by the Country Roads

Trust.

The young athletes were able to work hands-on with Mountaineer

soccer players while having fun on a hot day.

It was also a great opportunity for the college athletes to give back

to the state of West Virginia.

“We love giving back,” WVU midfielder/defender Emma Dotson

said. “I didn’t have the opportunity in one of these camps. It’s

really big for me to try to give back to my community. I played

here lots of times and won a lot of games on these fields. I always

like to lead with that as my fun fact too that I used to be here and

be someone just like [them].”
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Dotson is a native of Lewisburg and played prep soccer at

Greenbrier East.

She knows the importance of giving back and wants to continue to

do so in her home state.

“I love just giving back to the youth,” Dotson said. “I know there’s

some people that travel to see me and my teammates [play]. It’s

rewarding for us to give back and advise.”

Diversified Energy and Encova Insurance were the top sponsors

for the event.

Hannah Hutson, Diversified Energy’s manager of community and

government relations, like Dotson, sees how valuable it is for

youths to learn from the top athletes in the state.

“It’s great to see our biggest university in the state coming down to

kind of relate with the community here and getting to play with

these girls,” Hutson said.

“I grew up playing soccer, and it was always really fun when the

college-age girls would come down and try to teach us how to play

on that level. It means a lot to these girls.”

The foundation of the relationships between the college soccer

players and younger athletes leads to a potential reconnection

during a WVU regular season game, which Dotson has

experienced.

She said that it’s refreshing starting a relationship at a camp then

seeing many of those faces in Morgantown.

“When we’re out here and connecting with these girls, we get

them to come to our games,” Dotson said. “We see them again and

it’s a familiar face. We have a lot of them that know us by name

now. I never had anything like this. So, seeing someone like myself

would have been cool at a young age. Some of the athletes now

that are older than me and I think of them like a superstar.”

Hutson was happy seeing the enjoyment on the young players’

faces, despite it being a hot day on the turf.

“The biggest takeaway today is to see these girls who came out,

despite the heat,” Hutson said. “[The young girls were] very excited

to see people that they admire get to teach them and getting down

on their level and entertain them.”

The Mountaineer women’s soccer team will begin their season at 7

p.m. Aug. 15 at Dick Dlesk Soccer Stadium in a matchup against

Delaware.
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Taylor Kennedy covers sports. He can be reached at 304-348-7935

or tkennedy@hdmediallc.com. Follow @Taylor_kennedy7 on

Twitter.

Around The Web

Here's What New Gutter Guards
Should Cost You in 2024
LeafFilter Partner

Why Do You Need This Nail
Clipper?
Shirem

This New Portable AC is
Sweeping the West Virginia
Outfany

This Glasses is Sweeping the
West Virginia
Outfany

The Best Anti-aging Serum for
Seniors, According to Experts
Vibriance

Do You Know What Causes Tnbc?
Common Tnbc Signs Will
Surprise You
TNBC

Plastic Surgeon Tells: If You Have
Wrinkles, Do This Immediately
(It's Genius!)
Beverly Hills MD

New: This Diabetes-linked
Discovery is Leaving Doctors
Petrified
HealthStorm -Edt

No More Ear Ringing - Simple
Method "Ends" Tinnitus! (Watch)
Renew Hearing

TRENDING NOW

Articles

Popular fitness chain coming later this year to Southridge
Shopping Center

After auction's high bid declined by seller, iconic Union
Building still on the market

'Back into our normal routine': South Charleston Library
reopens after severe flooding

'A vital part of Charleston': Local leaders react to the 2024
Sternwheel Regatta

Nation fared better than WV in emissions targeted by EPA rule
blocked at WV's request

Heat advisory in place for Charleston as heatwave bakes US

Hawthorne Heights singer, WV native: Charleston concert will
'conjure up some old ghosts'

UC softball: Frew leaves Golden Eagles for her alma mater

How much do they make? A list of all 55 WV public school
superintendent salaries

WVU football: Brown adjusting to the new-look Big 12

ONLINE FEATURES

SENIOR LIVING
SPONSORED POST

Add getting vaccinated against
pneumococcal pneumonia to your
summer checklist

Brandpoint (BPT) Updated 10 hrs ago

TRAVEL
SPONSORED POST

Ultimate Shark Experience Returns in
Celebration of 60th Anniversary

Brandpoint (BPT) Jul 8, 2024

TRAVEL
SPONSORED POST

8 ways to travel mindfully in Atlantic
Canada

Brandpoint (BPT) Jul 8, 2024

SECTIONS

News
Sports
Business
Opinion
Arts & Entertainment
Life
Obituaries
Outdoor Pursuits
Multimedia

SERVICES

Customer Service
Classifieds
Newsletters
Mobile App
Public Notices
Place an Ad
Calendar
Search
Weather wvgazettemail.com

1001 Virginia St. East
Charleston, WV 25301
Phone: 304-348-5140
Email: support@wvgazettemail.com

   

© Copyright 2024 Charleston Gazette-Mail 1001 Virginia St. East, Charleston, WV  | Terms of Use  | Privacy Policy Powered by BLOX Content Management System from BLOX Digital.

West Virginia University women’s soccer players give instruction during a girls
soccer camp at Shawnee Park, Monday, July 8, 2024, in Dunbar.

KENNY KEMP | Gazette-Mail
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West Virginia University women’s soccer player A.J. Rodriguez (right) helps Teegan
Combs (left), 10, and Journey Kidd, 10, both of St. Albans, how to keep the ball
away from opponents during a girls soccer day camp at Shawnee Park, Monday, July 8, 2024, in
Dunbar.

KENNY KEMP | Gazette-Mail
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