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Dir.Melanie
WARD
DirectorofNeurologyRuralOutreach
WURockefellerNeuroscienceInstitute

•Age:39

DalaneWardisishlydedicatedneologistte.esteemedfacultymim-berattheWVURockefellerNeuroscienceInstitute.Withastrongcommit-
menttopatientcare,research,andeducation,Dr.Ward'scontributionssignificantlyen-
hancethefieldofneurology.
ShegraduatedfromWVU'sSchoolofMedicineandreturnedin2019asanassis-

tantprofessoranddivisionchiefofmultiplesclerosisandclinicalneuroimmunology.
ShealsoservesasthedirectoroftheDepartmentofNeurologyRuralOutreachClinic
inGlenville,WV.
Dr.Ward'sdedicationtoexcellenceineducationandpatientcareexemplifiesthe

valuesoftheRNI,makingheraninvaluableassettotheInstituteandthebroaderscien-
tificcommunity.ShehasplayedapivotalroleinexpandingtheRNI'sMemoryHealth
program,providingworld-classtreatmentstopatientsregionallyandnationally.Asa
memberoftheWVUNeurologyExecutiveLeadershipTeam,Dr.Wardiscommitted
toimprovingaccesstocareforindividualswithmultiplesclerosisandotherneurologic
conditionsinWestVirginia.
Inadditiontoherclinicalandresearchexcellence,Dr.Wardhasaprofoundpas-

sionformedicaleducation.Shehasdeliverednumerouslecturesandpresentations
onneurology,MSandautoimmunedisordersandactivelymentorsmedicalstudents,
residentsandfellows.Herachievementshaveearnedherrecognitionandaccolades
throughouthercareer,includingselectioninJanuary2023fortheAmericanAcademy
ofNeurology(AAN)WomenLeadinginNeurologyleadershipdevelopmentcohort,
underscoringhercommitmenttoadvancingleadershipforwomeninneurology.

Activeinprofessionalsocietiesandcommittees,includingtheAmericanAcade-
myofNeurologyandtheNationalMultipleSclerosisSociety,Dr.Wardhascontributed
topeer-reviewedpublicationsandpresentedherresearchatnationalandinternational
conferences,solidifyingherstatusasaleaderinneurology.
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